RICK ESTRIN
For more than 30 years and nine albums, Rick Estrin fronted the jumping, swinging Little Charlie & The Nightcats, featuring guitarist Little Charlie Baty. With Baty's recent retirement from touring, Estrin - along with the Nightcats longtime rhythm section of J. Hansen and Lorenzo Farrell and a new member, fiery guitarist Kid Andersen - takes the lead on his own. The band's debut album, ‘Twisted’, while still swinging the blues, is a harmonica-driven, rocking, guitar-fueled rave-up. Estrin was born in San Francisco, California in 1949, and grew up following his own path. At the age of 12 he had the chance to listen to Ray Charles' ‘The Genius Sings The Blues’ and felt inlove with the blues. He got his first harmonica at age 15, and by age 18 was proficient enough to begin sitting in at black clubs around the city. He first jammed with blues master Lowell Fulson and almost immediately was hired to open five shows for Z.Z. Hill. One day back in 1970, a 20-year old Rick Estrin had the opportunity to play harmonica with Muddy Waters and his band at the Sutherland Hotel on 47th and Drexel on Chicago's South Side. During the break, Muddy called Estrin over, shook his finger in his face, and shouted, "You outta sight, boy! You got that sound, boy! You play like a man, boy!". With such blessing, he was destined to be a star of Blues.
